
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 

church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 

characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

  

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  September 15, 2013 
Title:  The True Believer and the Witness of God 
Text:  1 John 5:13-21 
Theme: Pastor John desires to leave his audience without doubt as to their standing in 

Christ.  As those who confess themselves sinners and Jesus their only hope and 
Savior from God’s judgment against sin we can be confident of our faith in Christ 
and walk in light of this confidence. 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
“The problem is antichrists, the false teachers who have left the church and were harassing the 
church through their false doctrines from outside the church.  It is clear that the doctrine at 
stake was the apostolic teaching of Christ's person; Christology is the main issue.”1  
 
“From this data it has been opined what specific false teachings John was battling against.  The 
proposals have been three-fold: first, Gnosticism anchored in neo-platonic thought and 
dualism, secondly, Doceticism, which is a specific branch of Gnosticism that believed all 
matter was evil and therefore rejected the Incarnation, and lastly, the heresy of Cerinthus, 
which Polycarp makes clear was a heretic who directly interacted with the apostle John.  
Irenaeus documents Cerinthus' heresy.  Cerinthus taught that Jesus humanity was separate 
from his divine nature.  He taught that the Spirit came upon Christ at his baptism and left him 
alone to suffer upon the cross. The explanatory power of these proposals are very much equal.  
It seems that although Gnosticism was not fully developed in John's day; it is obvious that the 
seeds of neo-platonian philosophy and Docetic embryonic mythologies were planted and 
growing and causing dissension among the Gentiles who were battling worldviews of the Evil 
One.  Cerinthus' teaching exist even this day by those who are anti-trinitarian and call 
themselves "Oneness Pentecostals" or "Oneness Baptist." So it is clear that the most likely 
explanation for the false teachers is not just one specific force, but rather a conglomeration of 
lies formed from the Enemy to combat the flourishing gospel implanted by the Holy Spirit 
among the gentiles through mostly Paul and some of the other apostles.  John was called to 
defend the Gentile Christians against the lies put forward by the worldviews of the wicked 
Gentile world and those who first moved into the Kingdom community and then distorted 
its teachings and left the Kingdom community to show that they were never a part of it in 
the first place, but merely agents of the Evil One.”2 
 
It is always difficult to hold a position that is not held by others who claim the same degree of 
sincerity and genuineness that you do.  There is much we hold in common with the world at 
large, but there is a chasm that is impassable apart from Jesus Christ.  There are many things 
working against our confidence in Christ.  First, there is an unbelieving world that is opposed 
to the idea of sin and the need for a Savior.  Then, there is our own flesh speaking to our own 
unworthiness.  Finally, there is the serpent himself and his seed that would seek to destroy our 
faith in Christ.  Pastor John is aware of all this.  He knows his people are tired of the fight.  He 
is weary of staying the course.  Everything and everyone else appears to prosper while we are 
plagued by doubt and uncertainty.  We believe in prayer yet God appears silent.  We believe 
He keeps His people yet we perpetually struggle and often fail.  If such are the tests of 
assurance, then we are of all people doubt-filled.  Yet Pastor John reminds his churches of 
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certain inalienable rights.  If you believe Jesus is the Christ the Son of God, then you have 
eternal life.  Because you are in Him and He is in you He hears you and He keeps you.  This 
does not negate your need to guard against idols, but it does empower you against the 
assaults. 
 
“This exegetical paper will set out to define clearly the message of 1 John 5:13-21 as it would be 
understood by its original hearers.  This paper will seek to show that 1 John 5:13 does 

encompass the main intention to the entire epistle and strikes one clearly to see the similarity 
and dissimilarity to John's gospel intention.  The intimate connections that 1 John 5:14-21 has 
with earlier material in the epistle will be shown to be a summarization of the main points 
already covered by John.  I John 5:21 will be shown by this paper to be a necessary and 
appropriate ending to the epistle given the near context connect and its antichrists connect 
made throughout the larger context of the epistle.”3 
 
“This paragraph, a sort of recapitulation of the whole epistle, incorporates some of its leading 
ideas and gives them a final statement.  The central concept is assurance, a thought which has 
been especially prominent throughout the epistle.”4 
 
Pastor John’s intent is to assure those who do believe Jesus is the Christ the Son of God that in 
Him they have eternal life.  As a result of believing in Him, their prayers are heard.  There are, 
however, certain petitions that will go unanswered.  The sin leading to death is the rejection of 
the Holy Spirit’s witness as to the validity of God’s record.  Pastor John appears to be telling 
them not to pray for those who are adamant in their rejection of Jesus as the Christ the Son of 
God. 
 
God, however, protects us from such rebellion.  And we are to keep ourselves from moving 
toward this rejection/idolatry. 
 
Outline:  
 

I. The BIG idea in 1 John [Life in the Son (vv. 13, 20)]   
 
Verses 13 and 20 bookend the two thoughts contained in verses 14-19.  We will come back to 
verse 20 later. 
 

• 13 These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, in order that you may 
know that you have eternal life. 

 
For Pastor John to believe in His name is to believe in Him.  Everything he has said in this 
letter concerning Jesus is believed.  To believe what is written is to believe “in the name of the 
Son of God.” 
 
The belief described in verse 13 is a present active participle.  It is the exact same thought 
expressed in verse one.  Again, faith is not seen as a past fact, but a present reality.  It is not 
what you have believed, but what you believe. 
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Everything Pastor John has written is to assure them of who Jesus is and what they have in 
Him.  In Him is life.  Outside of Him there is no life.  Those to whom Pastor John writes have 
life.  Those who have rejected this message and have left the fellowship do not have life. 
 
Verse 20 assures us that God gives to His children understanding so that they can lay hold of 
their position in Christ.  Everything John has spoken of is far loftier than current Christianity 
dares to live.  Yet God has given us a mind that can comprehend that which is beyond our 
most hoped for desire.   
 
“In him that is true (en tôi alêthinôi). In God in contrast with the world "in the evil one" 
(verse 1Jo 5:19). See Joh 17:3.”5 
 
Pastor John leaves us with two simple thoughts that are to encourage us as we live out our 
faith.  First, as His children, God hears us when we are talking to Him.  Second, as His 
children, God keeps us from sin/falling away. 
 
I find the tenderness of God through Pastor John so comforting.  Let us consider these two 
ideas. 
 

II. Two comforting truths (vv. 14-19) 
 

A. He hears us (vv. 14-17) 
 
“This paper concludes then that 5:14-15 is a restating of the truths found in 3:21-24 in order to 
develop a different aspect of the truth.  This different development is what John explains in 
5:16-17.”6  
 
14 This is the confidence which we have before 
Him, that, if we ask anything according to His 
will, He hears us. 
 15 And if we know that He hears us in 
whatever we ask, we know that we have the 
requests which we have asked from Him. 

21 Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, 
we have confidence before God; 
22 and whatever we ask we receive from Him, 
because we keep His commandments and do 
the things that are pleasing in His sight. 
23 This is His commandment, that we believe 
in the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love 
one another, just as He commanded us. 
24 The one who keeps His commandments 
abides in Him, and He in him. We know by 
this that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom 
He has given us. 

 
Because of the relationship we sustain to the Father in His Son we can come boldly into His 
presence to ask.  Notice the following passages (Eph. 3:12; Heb. 4:16; 10:19). 
 

The word “confidence” (παρρηεσια) means “freedom in speaking, unreservedness in speech, 
free and fearless confidence, cheerful courage, boldness.” 
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Pastor John uses the word four times in this short Letter. 
 

• “Now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears, we may have confidence and not shrink 
away from Him in shame at His coming” (1 John 2:28). 

  

• “Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before God” (1 John 3:21). 
 

• “By this, love is perfected with us, so that we may have confidence in the day of judgment; because as He 
is, so also are we in this world” (1 John 4:17). 

 

• “This is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He 
hears us” (1 John 5:14). 

 
The word is also used elsewhere in the New Testament. 
 

• “In whom we have boldness and access with confidence by the faith of him” (Eph. 3:12). 
 

• “Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and  find grace to help 
in time of need” (Heb. 4:16). 

 

• “Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus” (Heb. 10:19). 

 
The idea of confidence as used in 1 John speaks of an accessibility that is not marked by fear of 
punishment.  There is no sense of arrogance on our part.  It is a confidence that we can come 
and expect a warm reception.  I never have to worry whether or not I am right with God 
before I come.  I come all the time no matter what is going on. 
 
Verse 14 acts as a gracious restriction.  This keeps us from asking to our harm.  God’s will is 
always best.  I pray all of the time.  I do not always have requests as the substance of my 
prayers, but I live with a God-consciousness, an awareness that I am inside of a much larger 
Story.  I find great comfort and encouragement in this.  Yet I am mindful that what I often 
request from God mostly follows my personal desires or appetites.  I have no idea if they are a 
part of His “will” for me or mine.  When praying for my personal desires or appetites it will 
typically follow what is easiest or most convenient, yet God’s path is not always easy or 
convenient.  Most of what God teaches me is trust through hardship and emotional suffering.  
So similar to our Lord’s Garden prayer I pray, “Lord if possible let this pass, nevertheless not 
my will but your will be done.” 
 
Verses 16 and 17 give us an example of what would and would not be a part of God’s will as 
stated in verse 14. 
 
“This is an extremely difficult passage, and has been variously interpreted.”7 
 
Friends, I sometimes wish I was wired differently than what I am, but God made me this way.  
The Bible is a book that a small child can understand and yet it is so profound as to leave even 
the most curious person perplexed.  There are passages or ideas within passages that often 
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leave me perplexed.  I enjoy drilling down and making conclusions, but I hope when I study 
such passages I maintain a humble, teachable and charitable attitude.  Sometimes we can make 
observations and conclusions based on our perspective knowing full well other people will 
come up with different observations and conclusions. 
 
“Verses 16 and 17 are a direct application of the truths established in verses 14-15.  
Furthermore, verses 16 and 17 are a rehash of the same brotherly love principle that John has 
drawn throughout the rest of the epistle and therefore can be seen more generally as a 
summary of that material pertaining to Christians loving Christians for the glory of God.  If 1 
John 5:14-15 connects to 1 John 3:21-24, then 1 John 5:16-17 connects to 1 John 3:11-20.”8 
 
From this text we can note how the sin “not leading to death” referred to in verse 16 is 
observable.  It isn’t some hidden sin.  Such observable sin is committed by brothers and sisters 
in Christ.  But the sin leading to death is the one of unbelief.  Those for whom Pastor John 
instructs us to pray for are those who find themselves struggling with the application of faith. 
 
“When the author speaks of ‘sin that leads to death’, it is very likely that he has the sin of the 
secessionists in mind.  They are people who deny that Jesus is the Christ come in the flesh, and 
also deny the significance of his atoning death.”9 
 
“Jesus spoke of the unpardonable sin (Mr 3:29; Mt 12:32; Lu 12:10), which was attributing to 
the devil the manifest work of the Holy Spirit. It is possible that John has this idea in mind 
when he applies it to those who reject Jesus Christ as God's Son and set themselves up as 
antichrists. Concerning this (peri ekeinês). This sin unto death. That he should make request 
(hina erôtêsêi). Sub-final use of hina with the first aorist active subjunctive of erôtaô, used here 
as in Joh 17:15,20 (and often) for request rather than for question. John does not forbid praying 
for such cases; he simply does not command prayer for them. He leaves them to God.”10 
 
What if we read the verses in the following manner?   
 
16 If anyone sees his brother committing a sin not leading to [eternal] death, he shall ask and 
God will for him give [eternal] life to those who commit sin not leading to [eternal] death. 
There is a sin leading to [eternal] death; I do not say that he should make request for this.  17 
All unrighteousness is sin [and the outcome of all sin is death], [but] there is a sin not leading 
to [eternal] death. 
 
This passage does not say we are not to pray for those who have left the church, but we are to 
pray for those in the church who are struggling. 
 
“In 5:18-20 the author further reassures his readers by reminding them of their privileged 
position in Christ.  This desire to reassure is reflected in the fact that each of these three verses 
begins with the words ‘we know’, as the author includes his readers with himself, reminding 
them of all that they have in Christ.”11 
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B. He keeps us (vv. 18, 19) 
 
“Now it is clearly seen that I John 5:18-19 is a rehash of this concept of being fathered by God 
seen throughout the epistle, but most specifically John is rehashing the information in 1 John 
3:7-10.”12 
 
The one who is born of God is seen by three things: 
 

1. 18 We know that no one who is born of God sins; [He does not sin (present active 
indicative)] 

2. 19 We know that we are of God, [He is kept by God (present active indicative)] 
The one born of God is Jesus.  Jesus keeps His people. 

3. 20 And we know that the Son of God has come,  
 
Let us unpack the idea of God keeping His people.  He is protected from the devil (present 
middle indicative).  “The evil one (ho ponêros). Masculine and personal as in 1Jo 2:13, not 
neuter, and probably Satan as in Mt 6:13, not just any evil man. Touchest him not (ouch 
haptetai autou). Present middle indicative of haptô, elsewhere in John only Joh 20:17. It means 

to lay hold of or to grasp rather than a mere superficial touch (thigganô, both in Col 2:21). 
Here the idea is to touch to harm. The devil cannot snatch such a man from Christ (Joh 
6:38).”13 
 
“Verse 19 is integral to verse 18 because it sums up the polarity between those who are 
fathered by God and those who are not, basically God protects his own from the devil, while 
the devil controls his own.  The irony is further seen by John's use of the Greek κειται for those 
who "reside or recline or lie" in the Evil One.  It is to say that it is as if they are comfortable in 
their own destruction.”14 
 
It says that the evil one does not touch him.  The word touch is haptamai. It carries the idea of 
“to fasten one's self to, adhere to, or cling to.”  The devil has nothing on him. 
 
“The author’s assurance that Jesus Christ will keep his readers safe from the harm that the evil 
one would inflict upon them is best understood, in the whole context of 1 John, as an 
assurance that Jesus Christ will keep them from being led astray by the false teaching of the 
secessionists.”15 
 
Just as those who reject Jesus are in the world, so also are those who receive Jesus “in Him 
who is true.”  This idea is prevalent in Pastor John’s letter to his churches. 
 

• “but whoever keeps His word, in him the love of God has truly been perfected. By this we know that we 

are in Him” (1 John 2:5). 
 

• “the one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked” (1 John 
2:6) 
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• “As for you, let that abide in you which you heard from the beginning. If what you heard from the 
beginning abides in you, you also will abide in the Son and in the Father” (1 John 2:24). 

 

• “Now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears, we may have confidence and not shrink” 
(1 John 2:28). 

 

• “No one who abides in Him sins; no one who sins has seen Him or knows Him” (1 John 3:6). 
 

• “The one who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. We know by this that He 

abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us” (1 John 3:24). 
 

• “By this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit” (1 John 
4:13). 

 

• “Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God” (1 John 4:15). 
 

• “We have come to know and have believed the love which God has for us. God is love, and the one who 

abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him” (1 John 4:16). 
 

• “And we know that the Son of God has come, and has given us understanding so that we may know Him 
who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life” 
(1 John 5:20). 

 
“All of this suggests that the expression ‘in him who is true – even in his Son Jesus Christ ‘ 
denotes a new and real spiritual existence that believers enjoy, which is effected through the 
agency of the Spirit.  There is no being in God without being in His Son Jesus Christ.”16 
 
Those who are in Christ live righteous lives and love one another.  Issues of assurance must 
not work from the fruit to the root, but from the root to the fruit.  If you find yourself 
struggling, do not begin with whether or not you are righteous or love His church.  If you find 
yourself struggling, begin with Jesus.  John concludes his letter on a very sober note. 
 

III. Guard against idols and hold fast to Jesus (v. 21) 
 
Pastor John’s exhortation to guard ourselves from idols is inside of two comforting truths.  
Guard yourself from idolatry knowing God hears you when you pray.  Guard yourself from 
idolatry knowing God keeps you and the evil one cannot touch you.  I will speak to the idea of 
perseverance in a later study, but for now let us know that we are in Him and He hears us and 
keeps us. 
 

The word “guard” (φυλασσω) means “to guard, to observe for one's self something to escape.”  
Interestingly enough it is an aorist imperative.  He exhorts his disciples to keep their guard up. 
 
Pastor John's last words are a warning against idolatry in light of the deity of Christ.  Not to 
believe the record God has given concerning sin, death and salvation is to call Him a liar and 
to reject this truth is to make oneself an idolater. 
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“The very last words of the epistle are extremely important and a good summary of one of 
John's main concerns.  This last verse should not be seen as a completely new idea, but 
connected to the rest of the epistle.  The OT is clear that idols were one of the main causes for 
the apostasy of many in ancient Israel.  And the prohibition against idol worship stood among 
the first of the commandments.  John understands that his beloved children in Christ are in 
danger of apostasy by believing in the lies of the antichrists instead of the truth that is in 
Christ.  And so they are instructed to guard themselves against these idols of lies before them.  
This is significant especially when it is realized that this is intimately connected to the high 
Christology of verse 20.  Christ as the true God and eternal life demands worship as the Son, 
Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world.  Any lies that say otherwise are an idol that must be at 
all costs abandoned and guarded against.”17 
 
Often we view idolatry as very tangible.  We think of status and possessions as potentially 
idolatrous things, but all shadow can become idolatrous.  Do not let anything shift you from 
believing in Jesus to not believing in Jesus.  Let us not go soft on the gospel. 
 
“Idolatry was everywhere and the peril was great. See Ac 7:41; 1Th 1:9 for this word.”18 
 
Let us not be deceived in thinking eternal life is found anywhere else other than Jesus Christ.  
To veer from Him is to veer from life. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 
1. Friend, do you believe in Jesus? 
2. If you believe in Jesus, God hears you. 
3. If you believe in Jesus, God keeps you. 
4. If you believe in Jesus, guard yourself from idols. 
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